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50,000+ students



Everything’s Big in Texas

Big Bertha ‘world’s largest bass drum’



1. Netlibrary

2. MyiLibrary

3. Chadwick Healy full text humanities

4. EBL (E-book Library Corporation)





Library Catalog Entry







Availability of print copies when EBL purchases 
were made during the fiscal year 2007/08

Macicak,S and Schell, L, Patron-driven, librarian- approved: a pay-

per-view model for e-books, Serials, 2009, 22 (3), Suppl. 1, S31-

S38; doi:10.1629/22S31 .



Digital vs. Print ? 
Ask the Astronomers



Astronomy at the 
University of Texas

• 55 Faculty, Researchers,   
PostDocs

•45 Graduate Students

•76 Undergrad majors

• 1400 students per semester in 
astronomy courses, including 
non-majors

•Outreach and education, 
including visitor’s center in West 
Texas



Serving users at Mcdonald 
Observatory

Austin  to McDonald  = 450 miles = 8 hour drive



TITLE Author Date
Editio
n

Structure Formation in Astrophysics Chabrier, Gilles. 2009

Classical Novae Bode, Michael. 2008 2nd.

Solar System Astrophysics : Background Science and the Inner 
Solar System Milone, Eugene F. 2008

Cosmology. Weinberg, Steven. 2008

First light in the universe
Saas-fee Advanced 
Courses, No. 36 2007

Astrochemistry : From Astronomy to Astrobiology Shaw, Andrew M. 2007

Cosmic catastrophes : exploding stars, black holes, and 
mapping the universe Wheeler, J. Craig. 2007 2nd.

Star Maps : History, Artistry, and Cartography Kanas, Nick. 2007

Particle and Astroparticle Physics Sarkar, Utpal 2007

Galaxies in the Universe : An Introduction. Sparke, Linda S. 2007 2nd.

Beginning JavaScript. Wilton, Paul. 2007 3rd.

http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu.ezproxy.lib.utexas.edu/search~S4?/Xastrophysics&searchscope=4&SORT=D/Xastrophysics&searchscope=4&SORT=D&SUBKEY=astrophysics/1,200,200,B/frameset&FF=Xastrophysics&searchscope=4&SORT=D&3,3,
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S4?/aChabrier,+Gilles./achabrier+gilles/-3,-1,0,B/browse
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/aBode,+Michael./abode+michael/-3,-1,0,B/frameset&FF=abode+michael&1,,2
https://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/record=b7117606~S4
https://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/record=b7117606~S4
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/aMilone,+Eugene+F./amilone+eugene+f/-3,-1,0,B/browse
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S4?/tCosmology/tcosmology/1,10,12,B/frameset&FF=tcosmology&1,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S4?/tCosmology/tcosmology/1,10,12,B/frameset&FF=tcosmology&1,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tSaas+Fee+Advanced+/tsaas+fee+advanced/1,10,10,B/frameset&FF=tsaas+fee+advanced+courses+no+++36&1,1,/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tSaas+Fee+Advanced+/tsaas+fee+advanced/1,10,10,B/frameset&FF=tsaas+fee+advanced+courses+no+++36&1,1,/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tSaas+Fee+Advanced+/tsaas+fee+advanced/1,10,10,B/frameset&FF=tsaas+fee+advanced+courses+no+++36&1,1,/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tSaas+Fee+Advanced+/tsaas+fee+advanced/1,10,10,B/frameset&FF=tsaas+fee+advanced+courses+no+++36&1,1,/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/aShaw,+Andrew+M./ashaw+andrew+m/-3,-1,0,B/frameset&FF=ashaw+andrew+m&2,,2
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/aShaw,+Andrew+M./ashaw+andrew+m/-3,-1,0,B/frameset&FF=ashaw+andrew+m&2,,2
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tCosmic+Catastrophes+:+Exploding+Stars,+Black+Holes,+and+Mapping+the+Universe+/tcosmic+catastrophes+exploding+stars+black+holes+and+mapping+the+universe/1,1,2,B/frameset&FF=tcosmic+catastrophes+exploding+stars+black+holes+and+mapping+the+universe&2,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tCosmic+Catastrophes+:+Exploding+Stars,+Black+Holes,+and+Mapping+the+Universe+/tcosmic+catastrophes+exploding+stars+black+holes+and+mapping+the+universe/1,1,2,B/frameset&FF=tcosmic+catastrophes+exploding+stars+black+holes+and+mapping+the+universe&2,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tCosmic+Catastrophes+:+Exploding+Stars,+Black+Holes,+and+Mapping+the+Universe+/tcosmic+catastrophes+exploding+stars+black+holes+and+mapping+the+universe/1,1,2,B/frameset&FF=tcosmic+catastrophes+exploding+stars+black+holes+and+mapping+the+universe&2,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tStar+Maps+:+History,+Artistry,+and+Cartography+/tstar+maps+history+artistry+and+cartography/1,1,2,B/frameset&FF=tstar+maps+history+artistry+and+cartography&2,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tStar+Maps+:+History,+Artistry,+and+Cartography+/tstar+maps+history+artistry+and+cartography/1,1,2,B/frameset&FF=tstar+maps+history+artistry+and+cartography&2,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tParticle+and+Astroparticle+Physics/tparticle+and+astroparticle+physics/1,1,2,B/frameset&FF=tparticle+and+astroparticle+physics&1,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tgalaxies+in+the+universe/tgalaxies+in+the+universe/1,1,2,B/frameset&FF=tgalaxies+in+the+universe+an+introduction&2,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tgalaxies+in+the+universe/tgalaxies+in+the+universe/1,1,2,B/frameset&FF=tgalaxies+in+the+universe+an+introduction&2,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tbeginning+javascript/tbeginning+javascript/1,3,8,B/frameset&FF=tbeginning+javascript&4,,5/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/aWilton,+Paul./awilton+paul/-3,-1,0,B/browse


In Search of Dark Matter : The Search for Dark Matter in the 
Universe. Freeman, Ken 2006

Handbook of CCD astronomy Howell, Steve B. 2006 2nd. 

An Introduction to General Relativity and Cosmology Plebanski, Jerzy 2006

The New Cosmic Onion : Quarks and the Nature of the Universe Close, Frank 2006 Rev.

Mathematical methods for physics and engineering 
Riley, K. F. (Kenneth 
Franklin), 1936- 2006 3rd.

Handbook of Space Astronomy and Astrophysics. Zombeck, Martin V. 2006 3rd, 

Physical Foundations of Cosmology Mukhanov, Viatcheslav. 2005

Mathematical methods for physicists 
Arfken, George B. (George 
Brown), 1922- 2005 6th.

Perspectives in Astrobiology R.B. Hoover 2005

An Introduction to Programming with IDL : Interactive Data 
Language Bowman, Kenneth P. 2005

Modern Cosmology Dodelson, Scott. 2003

Accretion Power in Astrophysics Frank, Juhan. 2002 3rd.

http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/aFreeman,+Ken./afreeman+ken/-3,-1,0,B/browse
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/aFreeman,+Ken./afreeman+ken/-3,-1,0,B/browse
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/aFreeman,+Ken./afreeman+ken/-3,-1,0,B/browse
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu.ezproxy.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/thandbook+of+ccd+astronomy/thandbook+of+ccd+astronomy/1,1,2,B/frameset&FF=thandbook+of+ccd+astronomy&2,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu.ezproxy.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/thandbook+of+ccd+astronomy/thandbook+of+ccd+astronomy/1,1,2,B/frameset&FF=thandbook+of+ccd+astronomy&2,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tIntroduction+to+General+Relativity+and+Cosmology/tintroduction+to+general+relativity+and+cosmology/1,1,2,B/frameset&FF=tintroduction+to+general+relativity+and+cosmology&2,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tIntroduction+to+General+Relativity+and+Cosmology/tintroduction+to+general+relativity+and+cosmology/1,1,2,B/frameset&FF=tintroduction+to+general+relativity+and+cosmology&2,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tnew+cosmic+onion/tnew+cosmic+onion/1,1,2,B/frameset&FF=tnew+cosmic+onion+quarks+and+the+nature+of+the+universe&2,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tnew+cosmic+onion/tnew+cosmic+onion/1,1,2,B/frameset&FF=tnew+cosmic+onion+quarks+and+the+nature+of+the+universe&2,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/XMathematical+Methods+for+Physics+and+Engineering++A+Comprehensive+Guide&searchscope=29&SORT=D/XMathematical+Methods+for+Physics+and+Engineering++A+Comprehensive+Guide&searchscope=29&SORT=D&SUBKEY=Mathematical Methods for Physics and Engineering  A Comprehensive Guide/1,4,4,B/frameset&FF=XMathematical+Methods+for+Physics+and+Engineering++A+Comprehensive+Guide&searchscope=29&SORT=D&1,1,
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/aRiley,+K.+F.+(Kenneth+Franklin),+1936-/ariley+k+f+kenneth+franklin+1936/-3,-1,0,B/frameset&FF=ariley+k+f+kenneth+franklin+1936&3,,8
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/aRiley,+K.+F.+(Kenneth+Franklin),+1936-/ariley+k+f+kenneth+franklin+1936/-3,-1,0,B/frameset&FF=ariley+k+f+kenneth+franklin+1936&3,,8
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/aRiley,+K.+F.+(Kenneth+Franklin),+1936-/ariley+k+f+kenneth+franklin+1936/-3,-1,0,B/frameset&FF=ariley+k+f+kenneth+franklin+1936&3,,8
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tHandbook+of+space+astronomy+and+astrophysics/thandbook+of+space+astronomy+and+astrophysics/1,1,4,B/frameset&FF=thandbook+of+space+astronomy+and+astrophysics&4,,4/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tHandbook+of+space+astronomy+and+astrophysics/thandbook+of+space+astronomy+and+astrophysics/1,1,4,B/frameset&FF=thandbook+of+space+astronomy+and+astrophysics&4,,4/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tPhysical+Foundations+of+Cosmology+/tphysical+foundations+of+cosmology/1,1,2,B/frameset&FF=tphysical+foundations+of+cosmology&2,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tPhysical+Foundations+of+Cosmology+/tphysical+foundations+of+cosmology/1,1,2,B/frameset&FF=tphysical+foundations+of+cosmology&2,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tMathematical+Methods+for+Physicists+/tmathematical+methods+for+physicists/1,2,10,B/frameset&FF=tmathematical+methods+for+physicists&7,,7/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tMathematical+Methods+for+Physicists+/tmathematical+methods+for+physicists/1,2,10,B/frameset&FF=tmathematical+methods+for+physicists&7,,7/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tMathematical+Methods+for+Physicists+/tmathematical+methods+for+physicists/1,2,10,B/frameset&FF=tmathematical+methods+for+physicists&7,,7/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tMathematical+Methods+for+Physicists+/tmathematical+methods+for+physicists/1,2,10,B/frameset&FF=tmathematical+methods+for+physicists&7,,7/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tPerspectives+in+Astrobiology+/tperspectives+in+astrobiology/1,1,2,B/frameset&FF=tperspectives+in+astrobiology&2,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/tPerspectives+in+Astrobiology+/tperspectives+in+astrobiology/1,1,2,B/frameset&FF=tperspectives+in+astrobiology&2,,2/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S4?/Xidl&searchscope=4&SORT=D/Xidl&searchscope=4&SORT=D&SUBKEY=idl/1,4,4,B/frameset&FF=Xidl&searchscope=4&SORT=D&1,1,
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S4?/Xidl&searchscope=4&SORT=D/Xidl&searchscope=4&SORT=D&SUBKEY=idl/1,4,4,B/frameset&FF=Xidl&searchscope=4&SORT=D&1,1,
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S4?/Xidl&searchscope=4&SORT=D/Xidl&searchscope=4&SORT=D&SUBKEY=idl/1,4,4,B/frameset&FF=Xidl&searchscope=4&SORT=D&1,1,
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/aDodelson,+Scott./adodelson+scott/-3,-1,0,B/frameset&FF=adodelson+scott&3,,3
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/aDodelson,+Scott./adodelson+scott/-3,-1,0,B/frameset&FF=adodelson+scott&3,,3
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/taccretion+power+in+astrophysics/taccretion+power+in+astrophysics/1,1,4,B/frameset&FF=taccretion+power+in+astrophysics&4,,4/indexsort=-
http://catalog.lib.utexas.edu/search~S29?/aFrank,+Juhan./afrank+juhan/-3,-1,0,B/browse


•Surveyed 100 astronomers
14 survey responses
2 email exchanges
4 interviews

~20% response rate

Cassini Map of the Moon, 1679

Harry Ransom Center

University of Texas at Austin



Questions:  Were you successful in 

accessing, using, downloading or printing 

from the e-books.



Questions

• Do you prefer print if both are available?

• Do you prefer an electronic book if both 
are available?

• If an electronic book is the only choice, is it 
preferable to having no access at all?



Positive E-Book Comments
• It was good to access e-book anywhere like 

home.

• [Despite some negatives] ebooks are more 
convenient than finding and sharing a 
paper copy.

• I browsed to see if I could find a textbook 
suitable for an upcoming course.  I think I 
did and would love to be able to tell 
students that the book is free on-line 
through the library.



Positive Comments cont.
• Wanted a book and compiled some text for 

a presentation, very good.

• I prefer ebooks compared to paper because 
their text is searchable and because they 
don't take up space.

• I recently used e-books from the ebrary 
system.  This book was very easy to use.  I 
was able to raise the font size as necessary 
which made the books very readable.  It 
was easy to page back and forth with the 
system.  



Negative E-Book comments
• EBL is very slow to upload the books, and this 

makes searching the book very difficult.  There 
are too many restrictions on printing and 
downloading pages as pdfs.  If EBL had the ease-
of-use of Adobe Acrobat Reader, then I would be 
much more satisfied.

• They must be easy to use otherwise the 
publishing companies' intended audience will 
turn to bit torrents.

• Long history of problems with cutting, pasting, 
printing 



Negative Comments cont.
• The only complaint would be the usual one 

for e-books, that of flipping between pages 
in order to reference a previous point.

• Printing and downloading is limited. Cannot 
print entire book. 

• Some ebooks were difficult to print from 
beyond simple copy-quantity limitations. 
Some ebooks wanted me to log-off when I 
was finished, but their log-off buttons were 
not obvious. 



Preferences by status, age

• Grad students:  2 print  3 electronic

• Postdoc:  1 electronic

• Researchers (40-59)   3 print 2 electronic

• Faculty: (40-60+)  3 print, 1 neutral



Question: 
Do you use a Kindle, e-reader or 
mobile device for reading books 
for pleasure or for scholarly 
purposes? 

• Unanimous answer: No



Question: Within the limitations of 
what is available electronically, is 
the library purchasing ebooks that 
are appropriate and useful to you?

• Yes

• Yes, if it is saving library money 

• Yes, particularly for this remote location.  
The e-book system that I have used is good. 
I still prefer a printed book for research but 
the e-book system is a good alternative



Question: Are you aware that 
ADS has begun to incorporate 
book information in the 
database?

• Yes: 6

• No: 5



ADS book entry



Google Books limited preview



Astrophysical Quantities TOC
Missing pages in Google Books



Focus is on Content, not Format

Comment: 

“When I say that I use e-books daily, 
that means e-journals.”



Messages? Lessons Learned?

Bifurcation, pierced leaf  by Eve Andree Laramee



• No clear mandate from the astronomers.

• E-books have not yet reached maturity.

• More book metadata in ADS will enhance 
discovery.

• Permanence of e vs. print – the age-old 
question.



Next Steps:

• Review standing orders.  Are we duplicating with e-
book contracts?

• Reinforce feedback loop from astronomers. Keep 
checking back.  Monitor for change in user behavior.



Namaste 

FIN

University of Texas Libraries

Feb. 17, 2010






