
FELICITATION:  A. Surya Prakash, Chairman, Prasar Bharati (left), Javad Mottaghi- Secretary
General, ABU and Vijayalaxmi Chhabra, DG, Doordarshan at the 21st Asia-Pacific Broadcasting
Union (ABU) Copyright Committee Meeting and Forum in New Delhi on Wednesday.

MEETING: CPI-M leaders at “22nd national level congress of the CPI” in Puducherry on Wednesday.

DISCUSSION Pics: PTI

CBI PROBE 
� The Congress’s MP 

unit demanded a CBI 
probe into Shailesh’s 
death. His 86-year-
old father was a 
former Chief Minister 
of Uttar Pradesh.
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New Delh: Public Broad-
caster Prasar Bharati and
Qatar Media Corporation
on Wednesday decided to
strengthen their cooper-
ative relationship in the
field of  Radio and TV and
explore opportunities for
co-production and exchange
of  personnel.

The two sides entered
into a Memorandum of  Un-
derstanding (MoU) for en-
hancing the mutual bonds
of  friendship and increas-
ing co-operation in the field
of  broadcasting between
the two countries. The
MoU was signed by Prasar
Bharati CEO Jawhar Sir-
car and Ambassador of  Qa-
tar Ahmed Ibrahim Abdulla
Al Abdulla in the presence
of  Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi amd Qatar’s Emir
Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad
Al-Thani.  The highlights of
the MoU are strengthening
the co-operative relation-

New Delhi: The internal
feud in Aam Aadmi Par-
ty on Wednesday saw a Na-
tional Council member from
Punjab demanding that par-
ty convenor Arvind Kejri-
wal launch an inquiry into
a parallel meeting called
by a section a day prior to
the body’s crucial meet on
March 28.

In a letter to Kejriwal,
Ashok Talwar, an NC mem-
ber from Amritsar, said the
meeting has been called on
the “pretext” of  having dis-
cussion on Swaraj and in-
ternal democracy and al-
leged that some “deep con-
spiracy for vested interests”
was on to destabilise the
party.

The latest development
comes in the backdrop of  re-
ports that AAP leader Shan-
ti Bhushan was going to

hold a meeting with the dis-
sidents ahead of  party’s Na-
tional Council meet, which
he subsequently denied.

Talwar claimed of  hav-
ing received repeated “calls
as well as messages” from
different numbers inviting
him to attend a “discussion”
on March 27.

“I have been receiving

calls as well as messages
from different numbers to
come to Delhi one day prior
to the NC meeting...on the
pretext of  having discussion
on Swaraj.

“They have been calling
repeatedly to confirm the
presence on 27 so that the ar-

rangements for stay, food etc
can be made in advance as
already 124+ members have
confirmed their participa-
tion in the meeting where
deliberations would be held
to ‘save Swaraj’ and internal
democracy in the party,” the
letter said.

Talwar further alleged
that some “deep conspira-
cy” for vested interests was
going on to destabilise the
party and went on to name a
few people accusing them of
“floating” the information.

He asked Kejriwal to
be “vigilant” and inquire
about the matter and to stop
the “conspirators” from an-
ti-party activities.

Reacting to the develop-
ments, senior party leader
Ashutosh said that a “lot of
members” have raised this
issue. PTI 

AAP feud simmers
amid allegations
Council member demands inquiry into parallel meeting

DEEP
CONSPIRACY

Lucknow/Bhopal: Madhya
Pradesh Governor Ram Na-
resh Yadav’s son Shailesh,
who was recently named
as an accused in the multi-
crore Vyapam scam in MP,
was found dead on Wednes-
day under mysterious cir-
cumstances at his father’s
official residence in Luc-
know.

Police said the ex-
act cause of the death of
50-year-old Shailesh, who is
the second of  Yadav’s three
sons, would be known only
after the postmortem exam-
ination but prima facie it
appeared to be due to brain
haemorrhage or heart at-
tack. Shailesh was found
dead on the floor of  his bed-
room, it said.

The Congress’s MP unit
demanded a CBI probe
into Shailesh’s death. His
86-year-old father was a for-
mer Chief  Minister of  Uttar
Pradesh and a senior Con-
gress leader.

“Shailesh Yadav was

found lying dead in his
room this morning. Prima
facie it appeared to be natu-
ral death due to brain haem-
orrhage or heart attack,” a
senior police officer said in
Lucknow.  “He was suffering
from blood sugar and used
to sleep alone in his room.
His body was found on the
floor. His sugar might have
risen due to which the death
could have taken place. The
exact cause of  death will be
ascertained only after the
postmortem examination,”
he said.

Shailesh used to live at 1,

Mall Avenue residence allot-
ed to his father in the capaci-
ty of  being former UP Chief
Minister.  A family friend of
the Yadavs, Satyadeo Tripa-
thi, a Congress leader, said
Shailesh was under “stress”
after his name figured in the
Vyapam scam.

“He was under stress af-
ter his name figured in the
Madhya Pradesh Profes-
sional Examination Board
or Vyapam scam. This
might be the reason be-
hind his death as far as we
think,” Tripathi said after
visiting Yadav’s residence.
Shailesh was named as one
of  the accused in the case on
February 24.

Speaking to reporters in
Lucknow, Congress leader
Rita Bahuguna Joshi said,
“We have been told that he
had too much hypertension
and blood pressure and his
blood sugar level was very
high....and because of this
he had a brain haemorrhage
in the night. PTI 

Scam accused MP
Guv’s son found dead

Lucknow: Amdist ongoing
row over “ghar wapsi”, BJP
leader and Union Minister
Kalraj Mishra on  Wednes-
day said an anti-coversion
law was needed and every
party must support it.

“We have been saying
from the beginning that a
law should be framed on
conversion and every par-
ty should support it. I am of
the opinion that an effective
law should be enacted on
this issue,” he told PTI in an
interview.

Kalraj said he had al-
ready favoured framing of
such a law.

He also made it clear that
the party had nothing to do
with the the ‘ghar wapsi’
programme of  VHP.

On the ongoing rift with
its Jammu and Kashmir ally

PDP over decision to release
hardline Kashmiri separat-
ist leader Masarat Alam, he
said BJP would not tolerate
any anti-national activity.

He said considering the
present situation, the par-
ty has been issuing warn-
ing from time to time. “I
feel that the Prime Minis-
ter will finally take an effec-
tive stand in this regard,” he
said.  The senior BJP leader
said any anti-national step
would not be tolerated.

“The national leadership
of  BJP will take the right de-
cision at the right time, but
we won’t tolerate anti-na-
tional activities,” he said
on ideological difference be-
tween PDP and BJP.  Mish-
ra said if divisive forces are
promoted, BJP would not ac-
cept it any cost. PTI 

Anti-conversion law
needed: Kalraj Mishra

PM to chair
Ganga River
meet today  
New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, whose gov-
ernment has given top pri-
ority to cleansing the Gan-
ga, would chair the fifth
meeting of  National Gan-
ga River Basin Authority
(NGRBA) on Thursday.

The Prime Minister is
the the ex-officio Chair-
man of  the Authority while
Chief  Ministers of  Bi-
har, West Bengal, Uttara-
khand, Uttar Pradesh and
Jharkhand are its members.

The meeting comes at a
time when BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment has given thrust on
cleaning up the polluted riv-
er and charting out plans
for it.  The previous meet-
ing was held on October 27
last year, which was chaired
by Union Water Resources
Minister Uma Bharti. PTI 

Chandigarh: The govern-
ment is likely to make an-
other effort for a consensus
on the land bill with oppo-
sition parties and may is-
sue a "re-ordinance", Union
Minister Birender Singh on
Wednesday said.

"We are thinking to make
one more attempt and talk
to other political parties so
that we may have a consen-
sus. As everyone is aware

Land Acquisition Ordi-
nance will expire on April 5,
may be we will have to issue
re-ordinance," the Union
Rural Development Minis-
ter said addressing a news
conference here.

"We will get in touch with
the opposition parties so
that a consensus is arrived
at, which is in country's in-
terests and farmers' inter-
ests. We are hopeful that we
will be successful and the
Act with new amendments

will take the shape of  a law,"
the minister said.

Singh blamed the Con-
gress for starting a "mis-
information campaign" on
the land bill to "mislead the
farmers and the people".

He asked media not to be
misled by the "lies" being
spread that the bill was an-
ti-farmer.  

Regarding the provision
of  going for acquisition of
more land for future expan-
sion of  a particular project,
Singh said "We will talk to
opposition parties in this re-
gard.”

“We are trying to ensure
that farmers' interests re-
main protected and excess
land is not taken from them
unnecessarily under the
plea of  future expansion".

Birender Singh also said
they were also mulling to
have a Committee headed
by MLA and MP of  a con-
cerned area where the land
is to be acquired since they
can raise the farmers' con-
cerns. PTI 

Govt may issue
‘re-ordinance’

Lakdawala’s
plan to kill biz
men foiled
New Delhi: With the arrest
of  a key henchman of  Mum-
bai-based fugitive gangster
Ejaz Lakdawala, Delhi Po-
lice on Wednesday thwarted
his alleged bid to eliminate
three businessmen, includ-
ing one in NCR, and spread
his empire in North India.

Lakdawala, who was a
close aide of  Dawood Ibra-
him operates from abroad.
The accused, identified as
Mohammed Yusuf  alias
Miyan, was arrested by the
Crime Branch of  Delhi Po-
lice on March 18. Owner of
a footwear company, based
in Bahadurgarh, Haryana,
owner of  a premier food-
chain in Mumbai and a
builder were on the hit list
of  Lakdawala for which
Yusuf  had roped in Pun-
jab-based sharp shooters. PTI 

Prasar Bharati, Qatar Media Corp sign pact
ship in the field of  Radio
and TV, exchange of  content
that highlights the nation-
al characteristics, cultural
heritage, social events, fes-
tivals and competitions of
both the countries, an offi-
cial statement said.

The agreement also aims
at improving mutual under-
standing of  political, eco-
nomic, social and scientif-
ic aspects of  the countries
while holding that there is
no commercial use of  con-
tent shared, it said.

Exchange programmes
for journalists, experts,
technicians, etc in the field
of  radio and TV, exploring
opportunities for co-pro-
duction, encouraging coop-
eration and coordination
in efforts and attitudes in
the regional and interna-
tional forums, are some of
the other highlights of  the
MoU signed on Wednesday,
it said. PTI

Srinagar: Woman separat-
ist leader Aasiya Andrabi,
who had triggered a contro-
versy by hoisting Pakistani
flag here on Monday, was on
Wednesday booked under
Unlawful Activities Preven-
tion Act with police saying
further action will be taken
after an investigation.

“A case has been regis-
tered against Andrabi at
Nowhatta Police station un-
der Section 13 of  Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act,”
a police officer said.

He said investigations
have started into the alleged
hoisting of  Pakistani flag by
the chief  of  Dukhtaran-e-
Millat on the National Day
of  Pakistan on March 23.

“Further action in the
case will be taken as per
rules,” the officer said when
asked if  the firebrand sep-

aratist leader will be ar-
rested.  A controversy had
erupted following media
reports that Andrabi had
hoisted flag of  Pakistan and
sung its national anthem on
March 23 to “celebrate” Pa-
kistan’s National Day.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Andrabi said she had
not committed any crime.
“It is quite strange why they
had booked me under 13A
(of  Unlawful Activities Pre-
vention Act),” she said.

Andrabi, wife of  a sepa-
ratist leader Ashiq Hussain
Faktoo, has been engaged in
separatist activities for over
two decades. She was last
arrested in 2010 for unlaw-
ful activities, waging war
against the country and in-
citing violence.  Political
parties welcomed the step
against her. PTI 

Separatist leader
hoists Pak flag

CBI files
closure report
in Tytler case
New Delhi: For the third
time in a row, the CBI has
filed closure report in a case
against senior Congress
leader Jagdish Tytler in con-
nection with 1984 anti-Sikh
riots in a Delhi court, which
issued notice to the victim.

The filing of  the closure
report by the investigating
agency was protested by the
victim’s counsel, who asked
why was this done “secret-
ly”.  CBI said it has conduct-
ed further probe in the case,
as directed by a sessions
court, and filed a closure re-
port in the matter. In April
2013, CBI was directed by a
sessions court to further in-
vestigate the case as it set
aside its earlier closure re-
port. Tytler had earlier got
clean-chit twice from the
CBI which had closed the
case. PTI 

New Delhi: Eminent scien-
tist CNR Rao on Wednesday
said the quality of  science
in India was “lousy”, adding
if  the country wants to have
a future it should improve
on quality.

Critical of  lack of  infra-
structure in the scientif-
ic field, Rao, a recipient of
Bharat Ratna, also rued the
lack of  investment in this
sector.

Underlining the need for
better scientific infrastruc-
ture in the country, Rao said
India does not have “a single
institution” that can match
the best abroad even as he
cited the example of  China
to call for more investment
in science.

It was difficult to bring
development in the country
with the “lousy” quality of
science, Rao said while de-
livering a lecture ‘Celebra-
tion of  Science’ at Jamia
Milia Islamia here.

“If  India has to have a
future, it has to improve

in quality. The main thing
in India is that everything
from the corporate (sector)
and education to science
needs to have quality. Our
Prime Minister (Narendra
Modi) says development
with quality improvement
because with the lousy qual-
ity we have, it is difficult to
have development,” he said.

Ruing the lack of  in-
vestment in the scientific
sphere, he said it “is so bad
that it is less than one per
cent of the GDP. Everyone is
promising 2 per cent of  the
GDP (as investment), but
that is not happening”.

Highlighting the exam-
ple of  neighbouring China,
he said that for every Indian
scientist, there are 100 sci-
entists in the neighbouring
country.  “This is unbeliev-
able. They (China) invest
a huge amount of  money.
They are producing 30,000
Ph.d students and, next year,
will produce 50,000 Ph.d stu-
dents,” Rao said. PTI 

Quality of science
in India ‘lousy’,
says CNR Rao

Mantalai to
be Intl Yoga
Centre: Mufti  
Jammu: J&K government,
in its move to develop Jam-
mu region as an indepen-
dent tourist destination, on
Wednesday announced cre-
ation of an International
Yoga Centre at Mantalai in
Udhampur district.

J-K Chief  Minister Muf-
ti Mohammed Sayeed said
the government will consid-
er a ‘subsidised tour pack-
age’ for leisure destinations
in Jammu region in the up-
coming holiday season.

“Mantalai will be pro-
moted as a brand. Interna-
tional Yoga Centre here will
have a cascading effect on
tourist inflow. I am sure that
once the Centre comes up,
the flow of  tourists to Man-
talai will pick up,” Sayeed
said, while addressing an
interactive session during
a J&K Tourism Conference.

The conference, organ-
ised to conceptualise an out-
of-box strategy to put Jam-
mu on the country’s leisure
tourism map, was attended
by tour and travel operators
from across the nation as
well as the state. PTI 

Amritsar: Six kilogram of
heroin, worth Rs 30 crore
in international market and
was being smuggled into
India from Paksitan, was
seized on Wednesday by the
Border Security Force (BSF)
near a Border-out-Post at
the international border
here, a senior official said.

Confirming the seizure
of  narcotics, BSF DIG RPS
Jaswal said six kilogram
drugs, along with one Paki-
stani mobile with Pakistani
sim, was seized at Border
out Post (BOP) Chhanmula.

Giving detail of the inci-
dent, Jaswal said the troops
were on high alert as intelli-
gence inputs were received
regarding threat of  smug-
gling from the area of  Ch-
hanmula Sector.

“BSF troops on In-
do-Pak border have recov-
ered six kilogram of  con-
traband heroin and one mo-
bile phone with a Pakistani
sim near Border Security
fence,” he said.

Jaswal further said in to-
day’s seizure the smugglers
had put the drugs in small

cloth bag with a string to
throw the consignment to as
far a distance as possible to
avoid detection by BSF per-
sonnel.  Recently, Inspector
General BSF Punjab Fron-
tier Anil Paliwal had is-
sued guidelines to strength-
en vigil in border area to ef-
fectively check the menace
of narcotics smuggling and
activities of anti national
elements on Punjab border
with Pakistan, as it is vul-
nerable for smuggling espe-
cially in the view of  wheat
crops and adverse weather
conditions giving cover to
such elements. PTI

BSF seizes `30 cr
drugs on border

New Delhi: Delhi High
Court on Wednesday pulled
up the Centre after it failed
to produce relevant re-
cords, including the “first-ti-
tle deed” of  the high court
premises, to ascertain the
period of  existence of  a
mosque there.

A bench of  justices
Pradeep Nandrajog and
Pratibha Rani said the gov-
ernment’s land owning
agency had given the place
for the construction of  the
court complex, “but we are
surprised to know that they
are unable to trace the origi-
nal documents.”

“One who sold the land
and one who had purchased
it, both do not have the
first-title deed,” the court
noted.

It said if  Urban Devel-
opment Ministry (MoUD)
fails to produce the title
deed, then the chief  of  the
Land and Development Of-
fice (LDO) would have to ap-
pear in person on next date
of  hearing and explain the
issue concerned.

“Positively you (Centre)

bring all the paper, or else
ask the chief  officer of  Land
and Development Office to
remain present in court on
April 27,” the court said.

The court’s oral direc-
tion came after central gov-
ernment standing counsel
Anil Soni, appearing for
MoUD and LDO, stated that
they were unable to find the
original documents in re-
gard to the plea question-
ing whether the precincts
of  Delhi High Court can be
used by any community to
profess and practise their
religion.

The court was hearing
a public interest litigation
filed by Ajay Gautam, who
has alleged that religious
activity in the mosque in-
side the Delhi High Court
premises “has been going
on for a long time without
any formal approval ... from
officials of  the court or from
any other competent au-
thority”.

“Direction be issued to
respondents to produce rele-
vant records containing let-
ter/order by which land has
been allotted for the con-
struction of  the Delhi High
Court,” the plea said, adding
that the “layout plan orig-
inally conceived shall also
be produced”.  Earlier, the
court had asked its registry
to collect and place before
it the original lease deed of
the court complex. The reg-
istry had failed to do.

The petitioner has
sought that directions to
prohibit offering of  prayers
at the mosque as well as its
demolition on the grounds
that it was not an ancient
structure. PTI 

Delhi HC raps Centre for
failing to produce deed

MOSQUE
� The court was hear-

ing a public interest 
litigation filed by Ajay 
Gautam, who has 
alleged that religious 
activity in the mosque 
inside the premises 
has been going on for 
a long time without 
any formal approval.

HIGH ALERT
� Giving detail of the 

inciden Jaswal said 
the troops were on 
high alert as intelli-
gence inputs were 
received regarding 
threat of smuggling 
from the area of Ch-
hanmula Sector. 
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