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Pune: City-based Inter-Uni-
versity Centre for Astrono-
my and Astrophysies (IU-
CAA) Is among three insti-
tates in the counfry to have
been atlowed ‘observer' sta-
tus on the governing beoard
of the ambitious Thirty Me-
tre Telescope (TVT) project.

TMT, which is expected
to be the world's most ad-
vanced and capable astro-
namical observatory, will
begin operations in 2018,
The telescope would be ahle
to observe planets that
orbit stars other than the
sun and enable astronomers
to watch new  planets
and stars being formed.
The construction of the tel-
escope will take place later
this vear at Mauna RKea

in Hawadi

The ‘chserver' status,
which is & step towards In-
dia becoming a full partoner
in the project, will enable
aur astronomers to partici-
pate iy the development and
scientific use of the tele-
scope, Indian scientists will
get a share of the observa:
tional time proportional to
the amount that the gov-
ernment contributes to the
total project cost.

“The project will see 1U-
CAA and the other insti-
futes take part in develop-
ing the system, the software
and also a data centre for
the TMT,” Ajit Kembhavi,
director of TUCAA, told TOL
on Tuesday

The project report pre-
pared hy I[UCAA, the
Indian lostitute of Astro-

phivsics JIA), Bangalore.
and the Arvabhatta Re-
search Institute of Obser
vational Sciences (ARIES).
Nainital, was approved by
the University of Hawail
board of Regents on Mon-
day, leading to the grant of
‘observer’ status.

“The project is estimat-
ed at one billion dollars and
India’s contribution would
be about 10 per cent of that,
which will be funded by the
government,” Kembhavi
said. “People all over the
world will be involved in the
project. Evervone involved
will be working from their
awn countries initially and
fater team up.” The tele-
scope will have a 30-metre
segmented mirror which
will use diffraction of Lght
and focus in a sharper way




