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Australiari astronomers discover

oldest known star in universe

Kounteya Sinha | 1w The composition of the The oldest star is one of the
wiy-discovered 60 million stars photographed

London: A team led by astron- ::m it formed insﬂt:: by SkyMapper in its first year.
omers from the Australian Na- wake of a primordial “This is the first time that
tional University has discov- eo a primo| we've been able to unambigu-
ered the oldest known star in star,whichhadamass  ysiy say that we've found the
the Universe, whjch formed 60 times that of Sun chemical fingerprint of a first
shortly after the Big Bang 13.7 star;” said lead researcher Dr
billion years ago. first stars, giving scientists a  Stefan Keller of the ANU Re-

It was confirmed using the  clearer idea of what the Uni- search School of Astronomy
Magellan telescope in Chile. verse waslike in its infancy. and Astrophysics.

The composition of the The star was discovered us- “This is one of the first
newly-discovered star showsit ing the ANU SkyMapper tele- steps in understanding what
formedinthewakeofaprimor- scope at the Siding Spring Ob- those first stars were like
dial star; which had amass 60  servatory, which is searching What this star has enabled us
times that of our Sun. for ancient stars as it conducts  to do is record the fingerprint

The discovery has allowed a five-year project to produce  ofthosefirststars.”
astronomers for the first time  the first digital map of the For the full report, log on to
to study the chemistry of the southernsky www.timesofindia.com





