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Open Access Issues for 

ASPCS

• The value of open access

• U.S. government 
recommendations

• Impact of open access on our 
revenue and brand reputation

• Alternatives to pure open 
access
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Advantages of Open Access

The open access 

principle:

“A commitment to the value 

and quality of research 

carries with it a responsibility 

to extend the circulation of 

this work as far as possible, 

and ideally to all who are 

interested in it and all who 

might profit by it.”
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“Open access to the 

results of scholarly 

research has the potential 

to help individual 

researchers vastly 

increase the visibility, 

usefulness and impact of 

their work. Perhaps even 

more importantly, its 

potential benefits extend 

far beyond individual 

researchers to 

institutions, the scholarly 

community, and to 

society as a whole.”  

(Heather Joseph, ASPCS 377, 

121)
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Advantages of Open Access

• Open access benefits 

humanity and the 

scientists who need 

support

• Open access increases 

the impact of research

• Open access is a 

fundamental right

• But open access requires 

funding, technology, 

indexing, and 

cooperation to work
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Advantages of Open Access 

Conference Series

• Increase the impact of a meeting

• Allow greater participation in meetings

– People who could not attend the meeting

– Students

– Interested amateurs and the public

• Increased readership will increase 

support for other ASP missions

– Education, public outreach, etc.
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U.S. Office of Science and Technology 

Policy

Shared principles:

• Peer review

• Adaptable 

business models

• Increase access

• Sustain archives

• Encourage 

creative resuse
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U.S. Office of Science and Technology 

Policy
Recommendations:

• Stakeholders 

should work 

together to 

develop policies

• Embargo periods 

of one year or less

• Encourage 

collaboration 

between agencies 

and stakeholders
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U.S. Office of Science and Technology 

Policy
Recommendations:

• Free access to 

version of record

• Foster voluntary 

collaborations with 

non-governmental 

stakeholders

• Foster innovation

• Digital 

preservation
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Government Policy: A Case 

Study
• Research papers funded by National 

Institute of Health are now required to 

be made public within 1 year

• Voluntary e-print archiving at NIH did 

not result in high compliance

• Publisher backlash

Will this policy be applied to NSF or 

NASA in the near future?
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AAS journals:

• Split cost between 

authors and 

subscribers

• Optimal sharing of 

costs between 

users

• 2 year proprietary 

period

• Publishing and 

archiving services

• International 

authors and 

readership
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AAS journals:

“A government 

mandate will 

disrupt our 

publishing model 

and require 

significant changes 

to how we manage 

our journals.”
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Open Access in the Private 

Sector
• The trend towards less 

expensive electronic books 

and open access (including 

searching, indexing) is now 

running up against the 

publishers’ willingness to cut 

prices any further.

“…publishers have managed to 

take control – at least 

temporarily – of how much 

consumers pay for their 

content.”

New York Times, Tuesday, Feb. 9, 2010
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So where does the ASP 

Conference Series stand?
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Sales & 
Subscriptions

(higher costs)

Open Access

(lower prices)
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“From a researcher-as-author 

perspective, increased 

readership (and citation) will 

always trump journal 

revenues.”
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“Publishers are there…to 

support the authority, quality, 

accessibility, logevity, and 

recognition of scholarship.”
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Conferenc
e 

Attendees

Subscriptions

Sales

Conference Series Sources of Income
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Conferenc
e 

Attendees

Subscriptions

Sales

Conference Series Sources of Income

Should 

authors and 

conference 

organizers 

have to pay 

for everyone 

else to use 

their work for 

free?
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Conferenc
e 

Attendees

Subscriptions

Sales

Conference Series Sources of Income

Will government 

agencies 

sponsoring 

meetings pick up 

the tab? 
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2. Open Access Issues

Should we…

– Pass on all expenses to authors, 
conference attendees, and 
conference sponsors?

– Stop printing books?

– Look for completely new ways to fund 
the series (i.e., sponsors)?
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2. Open Access Issues

Should we…

– Pass on all expenses to authors, 
conference attendees, and 
conference sponsors?

– Stop printing books?

– Look for completely new ways to fund 
the series (i.e., sponsors)?

Since libraries 

don’t have the 

budgets to pay for 

publication, who 

will our sponsors 

be?
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Open Access and the ASPCS

• Open access is already allowed via the 
arXiv.org web site (astro-ph) and ADS; 
ASPCS allows authors to use this free        
e-print archive and server.

• The ASP discourages open-access for 
individual conferences because of the 
inequities it engenders and because it 
degrades the value of our product to 
subscribers. 
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• Open access for ASPCS will require 

that a significant cost savings can be 

achieved by going to electronic-only 

publication

• Demand for our printed volumes is still 

high

• We can increase our impact by printing 

volumes more quickly and reducing the 

workload on the authors and editors

• Open access is already available in part 

through arXiv.org 

Personal Perspectives
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We want to remain known for our 

affordable, high-quality 

conference proceedings!

Personal Perspectives

…and prepare for the possibility that 

we must reduce our proprietary time to 

comply with new government 

regulations.


