SCIENCE ASTRONOMERS SAY PLANET HAS DIAMETRE THAT IS ABOUT FIVE TIMES THAT OF EARTH
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Planet
made of
diamonds

found in
Milky Way
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LONDON, AUGUST 26

N A gem of a discovery,

astronomers claim  to

have found a planet en-
tirely made of diamonds.

An international team of
scientists, who reported their
discovery in the journal Sci-
ence, said they have unearthed
a4 once-massive star in the
Milky Way that has been trans-
formed into a small planet
made of the precious rock.

The team — made up of
scientists from Australia, raly.

Germany, Britain and the US
— first detected an unusual
star, called a pulsar, and fol-
lowed up their discovery using
atelescope. Itled the scientists
to discover the gravitational
pull of a small companion
planet orbiting the pulsar, the
Daily Mail reported.

Pulsars are small spinining
stars more than ten miles in di-
ametre — the size of a small
city — that emit a beam of ra-
dio waves. The researchers
think that the “diamond
plm*cl" is all that remains of
the original star. most ef whose

matter was siphoned ofl to-
wards the pulsar, The compan-
ion planet is small, at less than
40,000 miles wide — about five
times the diametre of Earth.

But it is so close to the pul-
sar that if itwere a bit bigger it
would have been ripped upart
by the gravitational force of
the star. which rotates more
than 10.000 times per minulte
and has & mass ol about 1.4
times that of the sun.

“This remnant is likelv to
be iargely carbon and oxvgen.
because a star made of |1"111u

clements like hydrogen and

helium would be too big to it
the measured orbiting times”
said research team member
Dr Michael Keith of the Con-
monwealth Scientific and In-
dustrial Research Organisa-
tion in Australia,

The density means that thi;
material is certain to be crys
talline. that is, a large part of the
star may be similar to
mond. the rescarchers said
ihe pulsar. dubbed PSR J1719-
1438, and its planet are part of
the Milky Way's planc of stars
andlie l["J{)Iwhi “yearsaway in
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