
High-altitud-e cloud physics lab at Mahabaleshwar
The research centre will study cloud and rainfall behaviour
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Pune: The government will
set up a high-altitude cloud
physics laboratory at Ma-
habaleshwar to study cloud
behaviour and its correla-
tion with rainfall pattern, a
top government official said
on Tuesday.

"The Ministry of Earth

Sciences (MoES) has ap-
proved the setting up of the
high-altitude laboratory at
Mahabaleshwar. This will
help scientists in under-
standing clouds and moni-
tor them, on a long-term
basis. This will also help in
studying rainfall pattern,"
MoES Secretary Shailesh
Nayak said.

He was speakingat the in-

auguration of the two-day
national workshop on 'Ad-
vances in Science of Cli-
mate Change and Indian
Monsoon' at the Indian In-
stitute of Tropical Meteorol-
ogy (IITM),Pune, on behalf
of the MoES.

"Mahabaleshwar is an ide-
al location for our new lab,
because the clouds' here of-
ten come to the ground lev-

el during the monsoon. We
don't have to seek an aircraft
to make our observations.
Flying in aircraft and tak-
ing measurements of cloud
properties is -an expensive
proposition," he said, adding •
that the Central government
has sought suitable land
from the state government
for the purpose. .
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