
Art meets cosmos, Swiss artists paint astrophysics on walls
ROHAN SWA.VlY trophysicist, was in town a couple of few million years the sun, having ex- terpretations are so vast that we can-

--,,--~~- FEfIRl)ARY4 years ago for a workshop and Muninhausted all its nuclear fuel, will he" not confine the same to 11science or all

had accompanied her. Over 11 casual come a white dwarf and cat up Ihe art, because what a scientist might
conversation, we learnt he was 11 earth. The picture depicts Saturn go- view as II complex mass of theories and
painter and so we asked him to paint ing back ill time to see the future, and equations can be simpliflcd by an
something at IUCAA to which he is communicating this thought with artist (\S is the case with these
readily agreed. He painted the wall the other planets." paintings.
AC/vss the Universe at the centre. According to Scharer, the dun reo Both the artists had their freedom to
Sometime later, T asked him to come searched a lot to bring the details of interpret the ideas according to the
again and paint another wall, which he stellar astropbysics to the walls. way tbeywanted to see it. so that their
did along wilh Scharer," Dadich said. "The painting goes into the past to creativitywilt not be restricted:' said

TitledSalum MetIS J,vhiteDwarj; the communicatewithourprcsent, about Dadich,
second work explores the thoughts of what our future would look like." He said the artists not ()nly flew
planet Saturn on meeting the Suo, that Zimmermann's earlierwork.vtcrosv down for the work on their own ex-:
on having exhausting its nuclear fuel the Universe, tells the.storyot evolu- pense, but did not charge anything for
has been reduced to a white dwarf. lion of the universe and its subsequent their efforts.
The painting was officiallycommis- growth. The painting also bas Sir Issac Infact, both Zimmermann and
sinned on Ianuary Zf. . Newton, Albert Einstein, Galilee Scharer say they lire open to coming

Explaining the theme in detail. Zim- Prof Naresh Dadich with the painting made by Swiss painters Martin Galilei and Aryabhatra at one side. downyet again for anypaintings the
mermano said, "As we all know, in a Zimmermann and Theodor Scharer at IUCAA "Knowledge on any subject and its in- institute wants.

W1TH both paintings and the
universe n~en to individual
interpretattous, rt was per-

haps apt that Switzerland-based artists
Marrin Zimmermann and Theodor
Scharer should paint a walt at the In"
ter- University Centre for Astronomy
and Astrophysics (IUCAA) as a sym-
bolic representation of how human
beings understand the mysteries of
universe.

In Pune last month at the invite of
TUC.AA director Naresh Dudich to ex-
ecute the artwork, the artists bad
spent two mouths backbome in
Geneva brainstorming over the pro-
ject. "Zillllllcollunn'swife Ruth.an as-


