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Art meets cosmos,

ROBAN SWAMY

FERRLIARY 4

TTH both paintings and the
universe apen to ndividual
interpretations, it was per-

haps apt that Switzerland-based artists
Martin Zimmermann and Theodor
Scharer should paint a wall at the In-
ter-University Centre for Astronomy
and Astrophysics (TUCAA} asasym-
bolic representation of how human
beings understand the mysteries of
universe.

In Pune last month at the invite of
JTUCAA director Naresh Dadich to ex-
ecute the art work, the artists had
spent two months back bome in
Geneva brainstorming over the pro-
jeet. “Zimmermann’s wife Ruth, anas-

trophysicist, was in town a couple of
years ago for a workshop and Martin
had accompanied her. Over a casual
conversation, we learnt he wasa
painter and so we asked him to paint
semething at TUCAA towhich be
readily agreed. He painted the wall
Across the Universe at the centre.
Sometime later, I asked him to come
again and paint another wall, which he
did along with Scharer,” Dadich said,

Titled Setrn Meets White Dwarf, the
seeond work explores the thoughts of
planet Satarn on meeting the Sun, that
an having exhausting its nuclear fuel
has been reduced to a white dwarf.
‘The painting was officially commis-
sioned on January 27.

Explaining the theme in detail, Zim-
mermann said, “As we all know, ina

few million years the sun, having ex-

terpretations are so vast that we can-

Swiss artists paint astrophysics on walls
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Prof Naresh Dadich with the painting made by Swiss painters
Zimmermann and Theodor Scharer at IUCAA
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hausted all its nucloar fuel, will bo-
come a white dwarf and gat up the
sarth. The picture depicts Saturm go-
ing back in time to see the future, and
is communicating this thought with
the other planets.”

According 1o Scharer, the duo re-
scarched a lot o bring the details of
steflar astrophysics to the walls.

“The painting goes into the past 1o
communicate with our present, about
what sur future would ook like

Zimmermann's carlior work, Acrosy
the Universe, tells the story of evolu-
tion of the universe and its subsequent
growth. The painting also has Sir Issac
Newton, Albert Einstein, Galileo
Galilei and Arvabhatta at one side.
“Knowledge on any subject and its in.

not confine the same Lo asclencs or an
art, hecause what a sclentist might
view 18 2 complex mass of theordes and
equations can be simplified by an
artist as is the case with these
paintings.

Both the artists had their freedom to
interpret the ideas according to the
way they wanted 1o see it, so that theiy
creativity will not be restricted,” said
Dadich,

He said the artists not only flow
down for the wark on thelr osen exs
pense, but did not charge anything for
their efforts,

Infact, both Zimmermann and
Scharer say they are open to coming
down yet again for any paintings the
institute wants.



