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NASA FINDS NEW EVIDENCE OF

Los Angeles: NASA scien-
tists have discovered new
evidence that briny water
flows on Mars during its
warmest months, raising
chances that life could exist
on the Red Planet, the space
agency said.

NASA first found signs
of water on Mars more than
a decade ago, but earlier
indications were that any
existing water would be
frozen and concentrated at
the poles.

Recently analyzed images
from NASA’s Mars Recon-
naissance Orbiter satel-
lite show dark, finger-like
features that extend down
some slopes and crater walls
on the planet during its late
spring through summer, fad-
ing in the Martian winter.

“This is the best evidence
we have to date of a liquid
water occurring today on
Mars,” said Philip Chris-
tensen, a geophysicist at
Avrizona State University,
Tempe, in a NASA panel
announcing the fincﬁngs in
Washington.

NASA scientists believe
that if there is liquid water on

LIQUID WATER ON MAR

Mars, it would be highly salty
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B Scientists on the panel
said the latest imaging
evidence of flowing water
also suggests the existence
of liquid water closer to
the planet’s equator than
previously found.

and lie beneath the surface.
That would explain why
it would not freeze in the
planet’s frigid surface tem-
peratures, which can fall to
around 200 degrees below
zero Fahrenheit (minus 128
degrees Celsius), or evapo-
rate in its low air pressure.
“It is more like a syrup,
maybe, in how it flows,”
said Alfred McEwen of the
University of Arizona, Tuc-
son, principal investigator in
charge of a special camera
on the Mars orbiter called
a High Resolution Imaging
Science Experiment.
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Better Than lce

The scientists on NASA’s
panel stressed that liquid wa-
ter is more likely to sustain
life than ice, underscoring
the importance of the latest
discovery.

Past NASA discoveries
revealed evidence of ancient
shorelines and riverbanks on
Mars. And analysis of gullies
on the Red Planet five years
ago turned up fresh mineral
deposits that suggested
recent water flows, but pro-
vided no categorical proof
of that, scientists said.

The latest discovery is
more difficult to explain
away as evidence of any-
thing but contemporary
water flows, said Michael
Meyer, Mars exploration
program lead scientist at
NASA.

Another possibility to
account for the periodic
darkening in the areas under
examination is dust moving
along the surface of the
planet, McEwen said. But
dust avalanches would occur
at more random intervals,
rather than on a seasonal
basis, he Sﬂid. Reuters
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