Staff Reporter

KOZHIKODE: Preparations for
Chandrayaan-2, the second
lunar exploration mission of
the country, is progressing
well and is expected to be
ready for launch by 2017, Anil
Bhardwaj, Director, Space
Physics Laboratory, Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO), has said.

Delivering the Technology
Day address as part of the
State-level inauguration of
the National Technology Day
celebrations at the Malabar
Palace here on Monday, Dr.
Bhardwaj said that the ambi-
tious mission involving com-
plex technologies comprised
releasing of an orbiter, a lan-
der and a rover.

“This will also be the first-
ever soft landing (landing
which does not result in the
destruction of the payload ve-
hicle) by any Indian space-
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Chandrayaan-2 to be ready for launch by 2017

Country’s first soft landing on any astronomical body: ISRO scientist

Anil Bhardwdj, Director, Space Physics Laboratory, ISRO, delivers the
National Technology Day address in Kozhikode on Monday. - PHOTO: K. RAGESH

craft on an astronomical
body,” he said. The lander, he
said, was planned to touch
down in the polar region of
the moon, which would also
be the first such attempt by
any nation.

He showed the video foot-
age of a replica of the rover
moving on a simulated lunar

surface at the ISRO laborato-
ry. He said that the ambitious
project would be another
landmark in the history of the
country’s space ventures.
Stating that the first-ever
solar orbiter mission of the
country Aditya - L 1, to study
the solar corona, would also
be ready for launch by the end

of 2017 or early 2018, Dr.
Bhardwaj said that this would
be the maiden attempt by the
nation to reach the Lagran-
gian point 1 (L1) between the
Earth and Sun.

MOM goes strong

The Mars Orbiter Mission
(MOM) which was success-

fully launched by the country
in September last year was
still going strong after six
months and had fuel for a few
more years. “We expect the
orbiter to serve at least for
one more year surmounting
the celestial challenges,” he
said.

Nearly 150 participants, in-
cluding students, scientists,
and research scholars, at-
tended the programme, orga-
nised jointly by the Kerala
State Council for Science,
Technology and Environ-
ment (KSCSTE) and the Cen-
tre for Water Resources
Development and Manage-
ment (CWRDM).

Suresh Das, Executive Vice
President, KSCSTE, inaugu-
rated the programme and
K.K.Ramachandran, member
secretary of the council, pres-
ided. CWRDM executive di-
rector N.B. Narasimha Prasad
spoke.






