ISRO PLANS NEXT
INTER-PLANETARY MISSION

Bengaluru: After India’s
much hailed successful
missions to the Moon and
Mars that boosted its global
standing in space, the next
inter-planetary expedition
to be launched is under dis-
cussion, according to ISRO.

“Currently, discus-
sions are going on...on Ve-
nus, Mars, any planetary
system,” Indian Space Re-
search Organisation Chair-
man A S Kiran Kumar told
reporters, adding, an advi-
sory committee headed by
renowned space scientist U
R Rao was looking into the
issue. Scripting space his-
tory, India had on Septem-
ber 24 last year placed its
low-cost Mars spacecraft in
orbit around the red plan-
et, making it the first coun-
try to succeed in the very
maiden attempt.

India’s first lunar mis-
sion, Chandrayaan-1, was

launched- in 2008 and it
helped confirm the ex-
istence of water on the
Moon. A second lunar ex-
ploration mission Chan-
drayaan-2, is being planned
for launch during the next
two to three years.

“We have an adviso-
ry committee on Science
with Professor U.R Rao as
the Chairman, so that com-
mittee will decide what
should be our priority,
what planets we should be
doing, what science studies
we should be doing,” Ku-
mar said. The ISRO Chair-
man’s response came in re-
ply to a question on media
reports about ISRO’s next
inter-planetary mission to
Venus in about two-and-a-
half years.

Speaking to reporters
on the sidelines of World
Metrology Day here, he
said, “Once they (the com-

mittee) come up with a fi-
nalised plan, we have to ap-
prove that...”

World Metrology Day
was organised here by Me-
trology Society of India,
Southern' Region, in asso-
ciation with Central Man-
ufacturing Technology In-
stitute. Kumar said ISRO
was also in the process of
indigenously developing
atomic clock for its next
generation navigation sat-
ellites. Currently, it is pro-
curing atomic clocks from
Europe.

“Atomic clock gives you
accurate frequency and
time measurement capa-
bility and stability; IRNSS
satellites, each of those
satellites carry an accu-
rate clock and that clock
should have a stability...
because using that clock

you determine the dis-

tance...,” he said. P1/
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