
PARIS Two months after the jihadist
attack in which staff at the French satir-
ical weekly, Charlie Hebdo, were mur-
dered, a split has emerged in the news-
room over the nearly 30 million euros
received since the killings. 

Eleven staff members have called
for all employees to become equal sha-
reholders in the magazine, setting
them up for a battle with the manage-
ment. Charlie Hebdo is 40 per cent own-
ed by the parents of Charb, the former
director of the magazine who was
killed in the January 7 attacks, 40 per
cent by cartoonist Riss, who is recover-
ing in hospital, and 20 per cent by joint
manager Eric Portheault. 

But one of the Charlie Hebdo jour-
nalists, Laurent Leger, stunned the edi-
torial conference on Wednesday by
announcing the creation of a group to
open talks on an equal division of the
magazine’s capital. 

Until the attacks, Charlie Hebdowas
teetering on the verge of bankruptcy
and was selling only 30,000 copies a
week. But a “survivors’ issue” publish-
ed a week after the attacks flew off the
shelves and ended up selling seven mil-
lion copies. In addition, the magazine
was also inundated with donations.

Two months after
attack, a divide
at Charlie Hebdo
over €30 million

SANAA Suicide bombers killed 137 people and
wounded 345 on Friday at mosques in the Yemeni
capital attended by Shiite Huthi militiamen, who
have seized the city, reports said. 

There were conflicting reports about the num-
ber of victims, but Huthi militia’s Al-Massira TV
raised the death toll hours after the attacks, making
it the deadliest violence to hit the war-torn coun-
try. Islamic State later claimed responsibility for
the bombings, according to a statement on Twitter. 

One suicide bomber struck inside the Badr
mosque in southern Sanaa while another targeted
worshippers as they fled outside, witnesses said. 

A third suicide bomber targeted Al-Hashahush
mosque in northern Sanaa. Leading Huthi cleric
Al-Murtada bin Zayd al-Muhatwari, the imam of
the Badr mosque, was among those killed. Footage
aired by Al-Massira TV showed bodies lying in
pools of blood outside the mosques, as worshippers
rushed the wounded to hospitals in pickup trucks. 

Yemen, a front line in the US war on al-Qaeda,
has descended into chaos since the 2012 ouster of
longtime strongman Ali Abdullah Saleh, who has
been accused of backing the Huthis. 

The Huthis overran Sanaa in September and
have since tightened their grip on power. Their at-
tempts to extend their control into other areas
have been met by deadly resistance from Sunni
tribes and al-Qaeda. AGENCIES

Suicide bombers
kill 137 in Yemen

‘BREATHTAKING’ SOLAR ECLIPSE WITNESSED BY MILLIONS

LONGYEARBYEN All eyes were turned to the heavens on
Friday for a solar eclipse offering spectacular views
from selected airplane seats, European countries
with clear skies, and a remote Arctic archipelago. 

Die-hard eclipse junkies flew in from around the
world to the Faroe Islands and Norway’s Arctic Sval-
bard archipelago to observe the less than 3 minutes
of daytime darkness, a phenomenon that has fasci-
nated mankind since the beginning of time. Total

eclipses occur when the moon moves between Earth
and the Sun, and the three bodies align precisely. The
moon as seen from Earth is just broad enough to cov-
er the solar face, creating a breathtaking silver halo in
an indigo sky pocked by daytime stars. The next total
solar eclipse visible from Europe is not due until 2026. 

Agroup of 50 Danes bought tickets aboard a Boe-
ing 737 chartered by a science magazine to watch the
event from the skies above the Faroe Islands.

Mosques attended by Shiite Huthi militiamen targeted in the attacks

An injured man appeals for help outside a mosque in
Sanaa, where a suicide bomber struck on Friday

Lakhvi loses plea,
to remain in jail
LAHORE A Pakistani court on Friday dismissed the
plea of Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi against his deten-
tion under a public security act, keeping the 2008
Mumbai attack mastermind in jail till mid-April.

ALahore High Court judge dismissed 55-year-
old Lakhvi’s plea against his detention under
Maintenance of Public Ordinance by the Punjab
government on March 14. The judge had reserved
his judgment early in the day after hearing the ar-
guments of Lakhvi’s counsel, Raja Rizwan Abbasi,
and law officer Khawar Ikram Bhatti.

Lakhvi had challenged his detention in the
court and urged it to set aside the Punjab home de-
partment’s order for being “illegal and a violation
of the Islamabad High Court order”.

“The government had detained my client four
times since he got bail in the Mumbai attack case,”
Abbasi said, adding that Lakhvi was detained un-
der pressure from India and the US. The law officer
argued that Lakhvi was a prime accused in the 26/
11 attacks and his release (on bail) could trigger se-
rious law and order problems in the province.

The Punjab government
on March 14 detained Lakhvi

for another 30 days under the
Maintenance of Public Or-
der, before he could be re-
leased from a Rawalpindi jail
on the IHC order. IHC judge

Noorul Haq Qureshi on
March 13 suspended

the federal govern-
ment’s order to
detain Lakhvi
and ordered his
release. India

had strongly
reacted to the
ruling. PTI

LONDON A new pair of jeans called ‘Play-
Pants’ or ‘Magic Access Jeans’ that gives
easy access to a man’s private parts is to go
on sale in the UK. Lithuanian designer Rob-
ert Kalinkin created the easy access denims
that come with hidden zips in the front pock-
et. PlayPants, which don’t have a price tag
yet, were created by Kalinkin who found a
hole in an old pairs of jeans and realised it
was a pretty convenient feature to have.

He launched a crowdfunding effort on
Kickstarter that gained enough money to
make the playful pants a reality. Kalinkin lists
some more advantages of the pants that he
thinks may come in use: allows one to itch
his private parts in public easily and adds ex-
citement to a single night at the cinema.

PANTS WITH HIDDEN ZIPS 
TO ALLOW ‘EASY ACCESS’ 

THAT’SWEIRD

NEW YORK A New York father was jailed for 20 years to life on Thursday for lac-
ing his children’s pizza with rat poison, killing his five-year-old son and making
his seven-year-old daughter sick. Prosecutors said Leonardo Espinal, 49, car-
ried out the crime in 2012 to get back at his ex-wife after discovering that she
was seeing another man. Espinal wrote a suicide note and fed poisoned pizza
to the children at an apartment in the Bronx, eating some as well. 

His daughter Mia vomited, but Espinal locked himself in the bathroom with
five-year-old Steward. Espinal’s stepmother called 911 and the police broke
down the door but it was too late. Steward was found dead in the bath tub.

US MAN JAILED FOR KILLING SON WITH POISONED PIZZA
ELSEWHEREINTHEWORLD

PARIS Police on Thursday discovered the bodies of five ba-
bies in a house in southwestern France, in what appears to
be the country’s worst incident of infanticide in five years.
After the body of a newborn was found in a thermal bag ear-
lier in the day, officers “discovered four more bodies of ba-
bies during their search” at the house in Louchats, near the
city of Bordeaux, a source said. The four corpses were
found in a freezer. The father, 40, was taken into custody
while the mother was hospitalised. It was the father who ini-
tially found the bag containing a corpse early. The mother
apparently “gave birth at home alone”, the source added. 

FOUR DEAD BABIES FOUND IN FREEZER AT FRENCH HOUSE
WASHINGTON US President Barack Obama has told

Benjamin Netanyahu on Thursday that Washington
would “reassess” its options on US-Israel relations
and Middle East diplomacy after the Israeli prime
minister took a position against Palestinian state-
hood during his re-election campaign. 

But Netanyahu on Thursday began to tone down
anti-Palestinian rhetoric to mend ties with the White
House. On Palestinian statehood, the Israeli leader
declared: “I said the conditions for that, today, are not
achievable.” AGENCIES

OBAMA TO REASSESS US-ISRAEL TIES

CANBERRA Malcolm Fraser, the former Australian PM who was catapulted to power by a constitutional cri-
sis that left the nation bitterly divided, died on Friday. He was 84. Fraser was active in public life until the
end and his death shocked the nation. His life after politics was dominated by human rights issues. 

FORMER AUSTRALIAN PM MALCOLM FRASER DIES AGED 84
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