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NASA craft -isfirst to enter Mercury orbit·.
Washington: A NASA
spacecraft, after over six
years of space travel, has
become the first to enter
the orbit of Mercury, the
agency said on Friday.

The Messenger space-
craft began the orbit in-
sertion manoeuvre at 0045
GMT on Friday, .RIA No-
vosti reported. •

"NASNs Messenger
spacecraft successfully
achieved orbit around Mer-
cury. This marks the first
time a spacecraft has ac-
complished this engineer-
ing and scientific milestone
at our solar system's inner-
most planet;" the NASA
website said.

It took the spacecraft
more than six years to en-
ter the orbit of Mercury,
the least explored planet of
the solar system.

To reach its destina-
tion point, the spacecraft,

launched in 2004, covered
over 7.8 billion km, It fol-
lowed a route through the
inner solar system, which
included one fly-by of
Earth, two fty-bys of Ve-
nus, and three £ly-bys of
Mercury.

Engineers will check
how the spacecraft's sys-
tems are sustaining in Mer-
cury's harsh thermal envi-
ronment, and equipment
will be turned on March 23.
The scientific mission will
begin April 4.

Mercury is the small-
est and the densest planet
among the four terrestrial

. planets. including Venus,
Earth and Mars. Before the
Messenger mission, only
45 per cent of Mercury's
surface had been photo-
graphed by a spacecraft.
The previous mission was
Mariner-lf), launched in the
1970s.WlS

N~ FRONTIER: (TOP)Boeing workers complete the
installation of the fairing around the MESSENGER (Mercury
Surface. Space Environment. Geochemistty and Ranging)
spacecraft at launch pad 17-8 at the Kennedy Space. Center
in Florida on July 27. 2004. (Right) This image released by
NASA on September 29. 2009 shows it newly acquired image
of Mercury by Messenger during its third Ay-by


